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We are a Blue Zones church! 

 
Sunday:   

Sunday School - 9:00 am 
Worship - 10:15 am 

 

 

New Year, New Spiritual Rhythm 
 
At this time of year, many of us are turning to new resolutions, diets, spiritual plans, or other life goal 
orienting premises.  Why not begin this year with a fresh plan for devotional reading?  Simply find a trusted 
site or book to use as the year begins, something that can be read each day of the new year.  You may be 
interested in considering publications by  
 
Sarah Young         - Jesus Calling,  
Oswald Chambers - My Utmost for His Highest (my very first devotional) 
Max Lucado          - God is with You  
Shane Claiborne    - commonprayer.net  
Judson Press -The Secret Place 
Our Daily Bread (odb.org), feat. My Utmost for His Highest and Our Daily Journey online versions 
 
or perhaps a good  
 
Devotional Bible       Youth Walk NIV/Family Walk NIV/Daily Walk NIV 
                                
as well as others like   Amplified Study Bible 
                                        Cultural Backgrounds Study Bible 
                                        ESV Study Bible 
                                        Living Bible/The Message 
                                        NRSV Study Bible 
 
The options truly are inexhaustible.  The key is not to have them all, but rather to find the resource that best 
fits your needs and make it work for you.  I contribute quarterly to the Practicing Families blog 
(practicingfamilies.com), and we often use devotional materials from the United Church of Christ during our 
weekly staff devotions at FBC (see sample within).  Many of these sites are subscribable, allowing the reader 
to access them on the go (read responsibly!), at work, or during leisure time via email.  Just be sure, 
whatever choice is made, to beware of being a hearer only and to look for daily opportunities to let faith 
inform daily choices and actions (James 1:22). 
 
The New Year is a great time of year for celebrating with friends, singing a new song, and establishing a fresh, 
new spiritual practice that will aid in aligning our vision, deepening our discipleship, and rekindling our desire 
for communal spiritual action, calling us to do justice, love mercy, and walk humbly with God (Micah 
6:8).  My prayers are with our Cedar Valley and extended communities as we courageously follow the call of 
Christ and experience the love of God in Christ throughout this new year.  Thanks be to God!   
 
May your family find joy in abundance, satisfaction in your work and learning, and grace a'plenty in 2017; 
 
Pastor Joe 

  1 

 

http://commonprayer.net/
http://practicingfamilies.com/
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Come Worship With Us  
          
Jan. 1. -  New Years’ Day 

                Holy Communion 

                Message by Pastor Joe 

(for text, see Narrative Lectionary on p. 4) 

   Music by Mixed Quartet  

            

Jan. 8 - Message by Pastor Joe  

              Music by Adult Choir   

 

Jan. 15  - Message by Pastor Joe   

                 Music by Adult Choir 

              

Jan. 22 -  Message by Pastor Carol  

   Music by Children’s Choir 

 

Jan. 29 -  Message by Pastor Joe 

                 Music by Band of Light 
Worship Acolytes 
Jan. 1 - Rachel Price 
Jan. 8 - Sophie Lange 
Jan. 15 - Keenen Boyd 
Jan. 22 - Jackson Satterlee 
Jan. 29 - Caleb Taylor 
 

Worship Leaders 
Jan. 1 - Patty Jenkins 
Jan. 8 - Sue Harty 
Jan. 15 - Shelby Greemore 
Jan. 22 - Marshall Walker 
Jan. 29 - Carol Teare 
 

Greeters                                         

Jan. 1 - Gene & Dianne Van Gorder  
Jan. 8 - Jim & Jean Vaux 
Jan. 15 - Samantha, Jackson, & Colin Satterlee 
Jan. 22 - Chuck & Pat Stilwill 
Jan. 29 - Dwayne, Rachel & Susan Price 
 

Coffee and Fellowship  
Jan. 1 - Friendly Stars Circle 
Jan. 8 - Trustees Team  
Jan. 15 - Christian Education Team 
Jan. 22 - Unity Circle 
Jan. 29 - Mission Team 

January Anniversaries 
 
10 - Susan & Dwayne Price 
31 - Donna & Verner Nelson 

January Birthdays 
 3 - Jade Chandler 15 - Sharon King 
 6 - Chad Heideman 16 - Grace Brandt 
 8 - Brenda Brandt  17 - Grant Hendrix 
11 - Larry Nielsen 17 - Cecilia Nelson 
13 - Jenna Hendrix 23 - Aquira Steere 
14 - Jonathan Hoppes 24 - Phil Kauten 
14 - David Palmer 26 - Chris Lemper 
15 - Marshal Iehl 27 - Jim Vaux 
   31 - Vicki Hembree 

Your Top Ten Favorites 
The month of January is the time to list your top 10 

favorite hymns of faith! There will be a form in the 

bulletin each Sunday. Please take it home, note the 

songs that you love, and return it. The results will be 

tallied and we will sing the top 10 favorites of our 

church in the coming months. These forms will also 

be filed in your church membership file. Your pastors 

have been very grateful to have your list of favorites 

and have used them at important life events. 

Financial Report (as of 11/30/16) 

Checking/Savings  $78,925.56 

RBC  $57,106.41 

Foundation $60,180.87 

November Contributions $19,588.00 

November Expenses $20,525.72 

A Prayer for the New Year (from the cover article) 
Reflection by Felix Carrion 

"And immediately they left their nets and followed 
him." - Mark 1:14-20 

 
The author of the Gospel of Mark is fond of using the 
word "immediately" to describe a response that  
follows from a call or invitation. He attaches this word 
to the response of Simon, Andrew, James, and John to 
Jesus' invitation to come follow him. However, what 
appears to be a casual encounter in the moment  
actually reveals  much more that is at work. 
 
Something breaks through in the life of these four 
individuals and they can longer remain attached to a 
life that does not capture the fullness of who they are 
and what they are here to accomplish. Jesus invites 
them to separate themselves from the world they 
know and to find new direction. They experience a 
breakthrough, an epiphany of sorts, and find the 
strength to finally follow a new path, long buried by 
the sleep of delay, procrastination, or neglect. 
In his poem, "The Strength of Fields," James L. Dickey 
cries out, "Lord, let me shake with purpose."  
Sometimes a prayer like this is needed to wake us 
from our slumber, to shake us loose from our fears, 
and to set us on our way of "immediacy" toward long-
forgotten hopes and longings and dreams. I think this 
is a prayer for the New Year. Jump now. Leap now. 
Follow now. Hurry now. Go now. 
 
Prayer 
Lord, let me shake with purpose. Amen. 
Find more free online devotions 
at www.ucc.org, www.odb.org, 
or www.judsonpress.com. 

A Special Note of Thanks… 
To all my church family at First Baptist, 

   Thank you for remembering me in your prayers and 

all your support these last few months. I have really 

felt the love. 

                          Paula Nielsen 

____________________________________________ 

Dear FBC Waterloo Family, 

   It was such a joy to be with you in October! Thank 

you so much for your hospitality. It was inspiring to 

see your ministry and involvement in the community. 

Special thanks, for your prayers and financial gift as 

we endeavor to join God at work in Hungary. 

     Yours in Christ, 

                   Amanda, Elizabeth Good & family 

____________________________________________ 

Dear FBC, 

   I would like to thank my church family for your 

prayers during my hospital stay. Also, thank you for 

the cards, flowers, and visits. 

              Jim Baldwin 

____________________________________________ 

Many thanks to all our musicians for their gift of music 

this Advent season. Your dedication and commitment 

to our music ministry is much appreciated and has  

prepared our hearts to make room for the Christ child. 

____________________________________________ 

In Sympathy… 
Our sincere condolences go to the family & friends of 

Frank Hudson who passed away November 28th. 

Help keep our  

Little Free Library stocked with reading 

material for children, youth, and adults. 

Donations can be placed in the white crate 

located in the church entryway. 

MEET AND EAT 

Saturday, January 14 at 6:00 p.m. 
 

We are looking for two or three gregarious and 

charming individuals or couples to host our next 

Meet and Eat gatherings at 6:00PM on Sat. Jan. 14.  

If you are willing to host a group of 6-8 at your 

home, you will be asked to plan and prepare the 

main course.  Your guests will be asked to bring a 

side dish to share in the meal. Those who like an 

evening on the town will be gathering at Café Dué 

at 422 Main St., Cedar Falls.  A designated host 

will be asked to arrive at the restaurant before 

6:00PM and greet the remaining guests.   
 
If you would be willing to be a host or hostess at 

your home or at a restaurant on Jan. 14, please  

contact Wini Dewey at 988-3350 as soon as  

possible or sign up on your attendance card under 

Activity #1.  

 
 
 

http://www.ucc.org/
http://www.odb.org/
http://www.judsonpress.com/
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
1 
NO S. School 

10:15 Worship 

1:00 WCCC & 
Meal 

2 

 

OFFICE 

CLOSED 

 

7:30 pm NA 

 3 

10am Staff 

Noon-Quilters 

6pm Masons 

6:30 Prayer 

Shawl Ministry 

4       

Noon Bible Study 

4:30 Bells of Praise 

5-7 Dinner, Friends Club 
& Youth Group 

5:30 Mom’s Group 

6:30 Adult Choir 

5 

 

 

 

6:00  pm NA 

6 
 

 

7 

 
 

8    
9:00 S. School 

10:15 Worship 

Noon Coalition @ 
Zion Lutheran 

1:00 WCCC 

 
 

9    
6:15 Team 

meetings 

7:30 Admin 

Council 

 

7:30 pm NA 

10   

Noon-Quilters 

 

 

 

 

11   

Noon Bible Study 

4:30 Bells of Praise 

5-7 Dinner, Friends Club  
5:30 Mom’s Group 

6:30 Adult Choir 

 
 

 

12 

 

 

 

6:00 pm NA  

7pm Unity Circle 

13 

 

14 

 

 

 
6pm Meet & Eat 

15       
 
9:00 S. School 

10:15 Worship 

1:00 WCCC 
 

 

 
 

16 

OFFICE 

CLOSED 

 

 

7:30 pm NA 

 

17  

10am Staff 

Noon-Quilters 

 

 

 

 

18   
 

Noon Bible Study 

4:30 Bells of Praise 

5-7 Dinner, Friends Club 

& Youth Group 

5:30 Mom’s Group 
6:30 Adult Choir 

19  

Noon Friendly 

Stars Circle 

 

4pm PIE 

6pm NA 

 

20 

 

Jr. High Winter 

Blast @ Dayton 

Oaks 

 

 

21 

 

9:30 ABW Board 

meeting &  
Project time 

 

Winter Blast @ 
Dayton Oaks 

22  

  9 am S. School 

10:15 Worship 

1:00 WCCC 
 

 

 
 

23 

 
 
 
 
 
7:30 pm NA 

24  

10am Staff 

Noon Quilters 

 

 

 

 

25      Noon Bible Study 

4:30 Bells of Praise 

4:30 Community Meal 

5-7 Friends Club & 

Youth Group 
5:30 Mom’s Group 

6:30 Adult Choir 

 

26                  

        

 

 

 

6:00  pm NA 

 

27 

 

 

 

28 

 

29    

  

9am S. School 

10:15 Worship 
Noon Jubilant Bells 

1 pm WCCC 

 
 

30 
 
 
 
 
 
7:30 pm NA 

31 

10am Staff 

Noon Quilters 
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Mission Trip to  

Deborah's House in  

Tijuana, Mexico 

  Feb. 23 - March 2, 2017 
 

For those of you who have gone 

on mission trips, you know that 

they are a rewarding experience, both in showing 

God's love for others through service and by  

enriching your own life. This is an opportunity to 

walk beside our host missionaries, Ray Schellinger 

and Deliris Carrión-Joseph, in their day-to-day  

ministry, develop relationships and to help expand 

the ministry through work projects. Currently, they 

need help completing a new facility that will feature 

class rooms for children, a sewing room, a  

computer room and much more. You will also have 

the opportunity to experience their culture. 

 

A brochure is available that provides additional 

details and a registration form.  Jan Grogan 

(jangrogan@aol.com or 515-223-1390), Dale  

Stevens (ods2ras@aol.com or 515-777-8684) and 

Byron Strom (byron.strom@gmail.com or 515-244-

3794) are available to answer any questions that 

you might have.  

Travel to Germany on the  

Anniversary of the Reformation 

 
Embark on an inspirational journey through  

Germany that follows the epic trail blazed by Martin 

Luther on the 500th anniversary of the Protestant 

Reformation. The 11-day tour begins August 23, 

2017. Deposits are due in February. 

It's not too early to sign up now! 
Weekend to Remember, Des Moines, IA 

Save the Date:      4/7/2017 – 4/9/2017 
Location:               Des Moines Marriot, 700 Grand Ave 

                Des Moines, IA 50309-2785 
Times:                    Friday 7pm to Sunday 12 noon 
Who:                      All couples, from engaged to  
                                newlywed to semicentennial. 
What:       Remember how captivating it was when you 
first fell in love with your spouse? Every moment was 
special.  The 2 ½ day getaway weekend is a time to be 
together as a couple to invest in and strengthen the 
foundation of your marriage, no matter how firm or 
fragile it is. By getting away from the distractions of 
life, you can fortify your most important relationship 
and work toward building wonderful memories togeth-
er, for decades to come.  You will listen to engaging 
talks from marriage experts, then take private time 
alone with your spouse to work on the concepts you 
studied. When you leave, you will have an assortment 
of powerful, Christ-centered communication tools to 
use for years to come.  (See website for more details). 
Register as part of a group under the name 
"FBCWaterloo" and save $100 per couple.   
 
 
 
 
 

Planning Your New Year Travels? 
 
Mark your calendars now and plan to attend the 

American Baptist Mission Summit June 30 to July 

2, 2017. This year is a great chance to see the  

western part of our country as this biennial is being 

held in Portland, Oregon. 

BE CONFIDENT! 
Live By Faith, Not By Sight 

Come join this new Women’s Study of the book of  
Hebrews, starting 1/8. Delve into what it means to be 
confident in our faith and certain of God’s grace and 
love in all circumstances. Sundays 9am with Shelby G. 
 

mailto:jangrogan@aol.com
mailto:ods2ras@aol.com
mailto:byron.strom@gmail.com
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Winter Weather Policy:  
If the Waterloo Schools dismiss early or are cancelled 

due to weather conditions on a Wednesday, then Noon 

Bible Study, Friends Club & Youth Group will also be 

cancelled. Sanctuary Choir will be notified by phone 

or email if their rehearsal is cancelled. 

SUPER BOWL SNACK SALE 
 

Don’t buy your Super Bowl snacks at the grocery 

store! Come to FBC on Sunday, February 5th, and 

buy many different snacks and other items from the 

ABW bake sale. We will be selling snacks, such as 

Chex mix, trail mix, puppy chow, seasoned pretzels, 

caramel corn, dill crackers, cookies, candy, etc. We 

will also have one table of nice rummage sale items. 

You may buy goodies before and after worship. 
 
American Baptist Women need to raise money to 

support missionaries in the U.S. and in the  

Democratic Republic of the Congo. We provided 

baby blankets, towels and washcloths, and other 

needed items for a neighborhood center in Nevada. 

We send bandages and money to help missionary 

doctors and nurses care for people around the world. 

Please give generously to help our ABW share with 

others in need. 

 

American Baptist Women & Girls 
 

AB Women’s Ministries Project Time 

Saturday, January 21st at 10:30 a.m.  
 

If you participate in a Circle, Mom’s Group, Sisters 

in the Spirit, Quilters, or the Prayer Shawl Ministry 

then YOU are part of AB Women’s Ministries at 

FBC! Join us each month on the third Saturday for 

project time. 

_________________________________________ 

AB Women’s Ministries Bake Sale Feb. 5th 
 

Sunday, February 5 before and after 10:15 worship 

AB Women will be making and selling snacks for 

Super Bowl Sunday! Join us on Sat., Feb. 4th in the 

FBC kitchen to help make and package goodies. 

_________________________________________ 

World Day of Prayer 

Friday, March 3rd at 1:00 pm 
 

FBC women are hosting the Church Women United 

World Day of Prayer. Ladies from area churches 

will be joining us and following the program there 

will be delicious treats. Please mark your calendar 

and help us host this meaningful event. 

_________________________________________ 

White Cross Blizzard Event 

Saturday, March 18th at 10:00 am 
 

Join us for the annual White Cross blizzard event 

and you may win a DQ gift card for a free blizzard! 

Women and girls of all ages are encouraged and 

invited to come and help rip sheet, sew, and roll 

into bandages needed in missionary hospitals across 

the world. 

_________________________________________ 

Mid-America Region AB Women’s Ministries 

Spring Event at Dayton Oaks Camp 

Saturday, April 22nd from 9:30 am-2:30 pm 
 

Mark your calendars for this one-day special event 

for all women and young girls in our region. We 

will gather at one of our region camps, Dayton 

Oaks for a day of worship, Bible study, singing, 

hands-on service projects, and fellowship. 

Narrative Lectionary 
 

On the Sundays from Sept. 11th through May the texts 

follow the sweep of the biblical story, from Creation 

through the early Christian church. 
 
Readings for January: 

Jan. 1      Luke 2:21-38  Simeon and Anna 

Jan. 8      Luke 3:1-22  Jesus’ Baptism 

Jan. 15      Luke 4:14-30  Sermon at Nazareth 

Jan. 22        Luke 5:1-11  Fish for People 

Jan. 29      Luke 6:1-16  Healing on the Sabbath 

 

Hymns By Heart 
Please join the adult and children’s choir in a hymn 

memorization project over the coming months. Each 

month we are learning the first verse of a great hymn 

of the faith.   

 

January - You Are Mine 

February - Guide My Feet 

March - Blessed Assurance 

April - For the Beauty of the Earth 

2017 Stewardship Campaign 

 
To date, we have received pledges for 2017  

totaling $177,186.00. This reflects a 12% gain 

over the 2016 pledges. The number of pledges 

received to date is 45 compared to 49 last year. 

Of the pledges received, 16 increased from last 

year, 3 decreased, 22 stayed the same, and there 

were 4 new pledges.  

 

Thank you for your prayers and support. 

Warm Your Heart This Winter 

and SING! 
 
Children’s Bells of Praise will resume  

rehearsals on Wed., Jan. 4 at 4:30 p.m. 

Children’s Celebration Choir will resume rehearsals on 

Wed., Jan. 4 at 6:15 p.m. 

Sanctuary Choir will resume rehearsals on Wed., Jan. 4 

at 6:30 p.m. 
__________________________________________ 

Begin the New Year with Friends Club & Youth 
 

Friends Club (ages 4-5th grade) and Youth Group  

(gr. 6-12) will begin activities again on Wed., Jan. 4  

from 5-7 p.m.  

 

Interested in Being a Volunteer? 
 
If you're looking for a volunteer setting, have we got 
the place for you!  FBC regularly relies on the work of 
faithful volunteers to help us accomplish in-office 
tasks: bulletin-folding, answering phone calls,  
directing aid for families in need, file management, 
Messenger production, letter and flyer distribution, 
and more.  Thank you to the many volunteers who 
make the work of serving this amazing church family 
possible.  If you'd like to be added to our volunteer 
contact list, please call the church office 
(319.234.2537), email waterloofbc@yahoo.com, 
or stop by and let us know how you'd like to help. 
 
FBC Waterloo Staff 

Client Advocate Volunteer Position: Someone 
who is interested in volunteering with one client 
who has ongoing appointments because of chronic 
illness, recent diagnoses, or pregnancy. EMBARC 
(the Ethnic Minorities of Burma Advocacy and  
Resource Center) has several clients with upcoming 
appointments that could gladly use a friend during 
tough times while trying to be healthy and navigate 
our healthcare system. The volunteer would help 
with transportation to and advocacy at appoint-
ments with support from EMBARC. Anyone  
interested may contact sarah@embarciowa.org. 
 

Team Meetings will be held on Mon., Jan. 9th at 

6:15 p.m. Administrative Council at 7:30 p.m. 

_____________________________________ 

Community Meal 
Wednesday, Jan. 25th  4:30-6:00 p.m. 

Invite your friends & neighbors to our meal! 

mailto:waterloofbc@yahoo.com


 

  



 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 


