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First Baptist Staff 
 

Rev. Joe Greemore,  
Lead Worship Pastor 

 

Rev. Carol Teare,  
Adult Choral Director  

 

Susan Price,  
Christian Education 

 

Dr. Randall Harlow,  
Organist  

 

Don Huff, Lay Pastor 
 

Shelby G. & Abi A.,  
Youth Ministry 

 

Bishop Barnes,  
Custodian 

 

Office Hours:  

Monday-Thursday 
9:00 am - 4:00 pm 

 
The Church Office will be 

closed December 25, 2019 
through January 1, 2020. 
Please contact Pastor Joe 
for pastoral card needs. 

 
Pastor Joe: (319) 231-4669 

Striving to serve our 
neighbors, community, 
and world with open 
hearts, hands, and 
doors for 165 years. 

First Baptist Church 
434 Baltimore St.  

Waterloo, Iowa  50701-2669 
     (319) 234-1537    

Email: waterloofbc@yahoo.com 
www.firstbaptistwaterloo.org 
 

 

 

 
Facebook.com/First Baptist 

Church Waterloo, Iowa 

Check out pictures and news!  
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

We are a Blue Zones church! 

 
             Sundays:  
   Sunday School - 9:00 am 

    Worship - 10:15 am 

Not-so-Hidden Gems 
 

One of the gems of our church family is the wonderful Sunday morning educational 
program: from Anne Lange to Susan Price to Clare and David Palmer to Dave Ramsey, this 
fall has seen a plethora of priceless pedagogy. I’d like to take a moment to spotlight a 
recurring lesson.  
 

Clare’s class spoke about Psalm 23, “my cup overflows,” at almost at the same time Marcia 
Street, on another learning track, was inspired by the imagery of overflowing blessings, and 
during a time when I had the honor of reading the Shepherd’s Psalm for a number of 
memorial services. There’s something about the gravitational pull of scripture and the 
syncretistic work of Holy Spirit, connecting and interweaving us in our various walks of life 
that bears repeating. So I invite you to lean fully into this reflection penned by our own 
Marcia Street.  
 

         “The Overflowing Cup”    November 9, 2019    Christian Writer’s Workshop 
                       Scripture: Psalms 23, Proverbs 13:22, Ecclesiastes 5:19 
 
The Legacy Journey is a class I am taking at church using DVD’s of Dave Ramsey’s 
teaching on finance. Dave believes God’s way of handling money is something all 
Christians should learn because it works. His teachings of how to take control of your 
money include seven baby steps. The first ones are: how to budget, get out of debt, and take 
care of family first. The next steps have us look at how to invest and plan for the future. 
When that is in place Dave states you are in a good position to share your wealth with 
others. 
 
Dave gave us many illustrations but the one which most stands out in my mind happened 
when he went to a small table on the stage where a pitcher and communion cup were 
located.  As he poured out the red wine we watched the liquid reaching the top of the cup 
but Dave didn’t stop there. He continued to pour out what was in the pitcher and soon the 
liquid in the cup was overflowing to the saucer below.  As the red liquid flowed down the 
side of the cup I couldn’t help but think of Psalms 23 and the verse which says my cup 
overflows.  (continued on p. 2) 
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 There are NO Team Meetings and NO 
Community Meal this month. 

____________________________________ 
There will be a 10:00 a.m. church  

business meeting on Sunday, Dec. 22 to vote 
on the 2020 budget. 

Financial Report (as of 10/31/19) 
Checking / Savings $53,802.76 

RBC $54,459.05 
Foundation $61,129.37 

October Contributions $13,361.00 
October Expenses $17,310.67 

Greeters  
Dec. 1 - Jessica Turner 
Dec. 8 - Candi Newman 
Dec. 15 - Margaret & Phil Kauten 
Dec. 22 - Patty & Chuck Stilwill 
Dec. 29 - Taylor Newman & Marshal Iehl 

Worship Leaders 
Dec. 1 - Chris Iehl 
Dec. 8 - Rev. Carol Teare & Rev. Joe Greemore 
Dec. 15 - Chuck Stilwill & Rev. Joe Greemore 
Dec. 22 - Jane Nelson 
Dec. 29 - Dianne Van Gorder 

Fellowship Hosts 
Dec. 1 - Mission Team 
Dec. 8 - Holiday Highlights Lunch 
Dec. 15 - Festive Appetizers 
Dec. 22 - Trustees Team 
Dec. 29 - OPEN, Please sign up to host! 

 

A reminder to please turn 
in your 2020 pledge cards 
and thanks to those who 

already have. 
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December Birthdays 
 

  8 -   Sam Platt      26 - Jim Girres 
  9 -   Wini Dewey      30 - Brenda Lemper 
  9 -   Reggie O’Malley     30 - Dave Schlette 
  13 - Jeff McKelvie     31 - Heidi Gruis 
  16 - Dakota Hoeppner 
    

December Anniversaries 
 

16 - Joe and Shelby Greemore 
16 - Margaret and Phil Kauten 
27 - Don and Donna Huff 
30 - Greg and Wanda Hoeppner 
31 - Grace and Leo Brandt 

Children’s Choir Musical  
Three Wee Kings 

Sunday, Dec. 8; 10:15 a.m. 
 

Join us on Sunday, December 8th for worship when 
the Celebration Choir presents their Christmas  
musical, Three Wee Kings. It’s the story of the Magi 
who followed the Star to find the King. It also brings 
together human and animal characters from the story 
(plus a few unknown” characters!): kings, shepherds, 
angels, camels, donkeys, goats, lambs, lions, and 
even talking stars! As the story unfolds, each group 
discusses who is to be THE King, wondering if one 
from their group will be chosen.  
 

DRESS REHEARSAL for the children’s musical 
will be on Saturday, Dec. 7th from 10:00-11:45 am. 

YOU ARE INVITED! 
Celebrating the Incarnation, Advent 2019 

Join us for Sunday worship at 10:15 a.m. 
 

SUNDAY, DEC. 1 - First Sunday in Advent 
Lighting the Candle of Hope 

Pursuing Peace by Rev. Joe Greemore 
Music by Sanctuary Choir 

 

SUNDAY, DEC. 8 - Second Sunday in Advent 
Lighting the Candle of Peace 

Three Wee Kings - Children’s Christmas Musical 
Holiday Highlights Lunch & Craft Fair, 11:15 a.m. 

 

SUNDAY, DEC. 15 - Third Sunday in Advent 
Lighting the Candle of Joy 

The Call of Christmas - Choir Christmas Cantata 
Festive Appetizers, 11:30 a.m. 

 

SUNDAY, DEC. 22 - Fourth Sunday in Advent 
Lighting the Candle of Love 

Collateral Joy by Rev. Joe Greemore 
 Music by Band of Light 

 

TUESDAY, DEC. 24 - 5:30 p.m. Christmas Eve Service 
Lighting the Christ Candle 

The Light Shines by Rev. Joe Greemore 
Music by Sanctuary Choir 

Children gather at the manger with baby Jesus 

(continued from p. 1)   
 

As I read the 23rd Psalm again I realized the 
verses are filled with nothing but blessings.   
The Lord, our Good Shepherd, takes care of our 
needs by leading us each day where we should 
go and this includes for a time of rest.  He 
makes us feel secure even when our day is filled 
with death-like experiences.  He is always at our 
side.  We are blessed not only by His presence 
throughout our day but he has prepared for us a 
table filled with our favorite food.  As we are 
enjoying each bite across from us are the  
enemies in our lives, pride, fear, anxiety, lust, 
discontentment, lies, and more who realize they 
have no part in our lives and long for what we 
are receiving.    
 

If that isn’t enough we next receive an anointing 
of oil on our heads.  While we are adjusting to 
all God is doing for us and enjoying the tasty 
feast He comes with a pitcher of drink and fills 
our cup.  Not just to the top but overflowing as 
he wants to be sure we understand there is  
always more.  As the Psalm ends we are given 
provision for a place to live in God’s house and 
each day His goodness and unfailing love flow 
over us.     
 

Now that is something to give a shout of thanks 
to our heavenly Father and rejoice we have a 
Good Shepherd who supplies all our needs and 
loves us unconditionally. During this Thanks-
giving season picture in your mind the over-
flowing cup and write down the blessings God 
has given you or is now giving you.  Thank him 
for his provisions and ask how you can bless 
others with your blessings from the overflowing 
cup. 
 

Prayer:  Dear Good Shepherd, we are over-
whelmed at the ways you are there for us with 
never-ending blessings.  As you have given to us 
may we give to others who are not yet receiving.  
Help us to not only continue to rejoice in these 
blessings but to constantly thank you for them.    
                    In Jesus’s name, AMEN 

Choir Cantata 
The Call of Christmas 

Sunday, December 15; 10:15 a.m. 
Sanctuary Choir & Celebration Choir with 

Instrumental Ensemble 
Bryce & Kristin Anderson, Narrators 

Rev. Carol Teare & Susan Price, Directors 
Dr. Randall Harlow, Organist 

Festive reception with appetizers and holiday goodies 
 to follow hosted by the Diaconate Team. 

The Sanctuary Choir Christmas Party will be held on 
Wed., December 18th at 6 p.m. hosted by Leonard & 
Sandee Harmon (4716 Ironwood, CF). Bring a snack 
to share! Drinks will be provided. Please make your 
reservations by Dec. 15th by signing up under Activity 
#3 in worship or at Wednesday choir practice. 

Holiday Highlights Lunch & Craft Fair 
Sunday, December 8; 11:30 a.m. 

FBC Social Room 
 

Holiday Highlights will be held immediately 
following the children’s musical in the social 
room on Sunday, December 8. Join us for 
lunch and a Christmas craft fair hosted by the 
Christian Education Team and the youth.  
Reservations for lunch will be due by Dec. 
4th. Sign up under Activity #4. 
 
Menu: Lasagna, Salad, Garlic Bread, Dessert 
& Beverages 
Cost: $5 per person (ages 6 & under FREE) 

Please contribute regularly to the communion  
offering on the first Sunday of each month. 

The funds received help your Diaconate Team 
and church staff reach out to people in need in 

our congregation and the community. 

Women’s Wellness Weekend 
January 10-11, 2020 

The Church on Northland in Cedar Rapids 
 
Pack your overnight bag and let’s head south 
for a girls weekend. Clear your schedule, and 

make free time for a weekend of renewing 
YOU!  

This event is for women of all ages.  
Sign up under Activity #1. 

PARENTS…  
Need a couple hours to yourself? Need time to 
wrap or hide those Christmas gifts?! Then let 
the YOUTH help!  

 
 
 
 

When: Wednesday, December 18; 5pm - 7pm 
What: Dinner, Games, Crafts, and FUN!!! 

 

Donation to the youth fund requested. 
See you there!!! 


