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This year, our theme is 2020 Vision. We’re not the only ones to have this idea. That’s also the 
guiding theme for the World Mission Conference 2020, which will be held in Green Lake, WI, July 
14-19. There’s a wonderful story about the healing of the blind man (John 9) told in the Ubuntu 
tradition. Dr. Reid Trulson, former Director of International Ministries, used to like to share the 
Ubuntu greeting: Sikhona (I am here) and response – Sawabona (I see you). Isn’t it wonderful to 
remember a tradition where we have the confidence to be fully seen by others and they have the 
compassion to see us just as we are?   

 

A Retelling of John 9:1-41 in the Spirit of “Ubuntu: I Am Because We Are.”  
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   A teacher walks down the road with his  
students, and they ask questions about the  
people they pass. They see a man seated by the 
side of the road, wrapped in a cloak and  
obviously blind. “Why is this one blind and that 
one can see perfectly?” They ask their teacher. 
The teacher is not the type to waste his student’s 
time with answers they did not want so he asks 
for clarification, “Do you ask because you think 
one man is better than the other? Or do you ask 
because you want to know how it is that human 
eyes function?”  
 

   After talking among themselves, the students 
confess that they were taught that anyone born 
without sight must have done something to  
deserve this to be disabled... perhaps his parents 
did something wrong. They believe this man was 
born blind because he is not good for anything 
except to remind them of God’s anger. “We want 
to know because when we see him we are re-
minded that if we do something wrong it could 
cause something bad to happen… couldn’t it?”  
 

   The teacher knows they don’t want to be like a 
blind man; they don’t understand that he has 
worth, that he is beloved, his heart is good, and 
his mind is sharp. The students misunderstand. 
They are slowly learning to confront their fear or 
bias by seeking guidance from their teacher, but 
their question shows that they are still afraid and 
still biased.  
 

    

The teacher’s heart is open to his students and to 
the one whose sight is impaired. The teacher 
stops walking, kneels down and gathers a bit of 
red dust from the ground. He mixes the dust with 
his spit until it forms a thin mud. He asks the 
blind man to close his eyes and covers the  
eyelids with mud so the man cannot open them – 
he cannot blink. A speck or two get in through 
his eyelashes, and his eyes begin to wash with 
tears. It’s a bit of a strange way for two men to 
act and a small crowd is gathering to watch.  
 

   The teacher says to the man born blind, “Let 
one of my students guide you to the nearby lake 
so you may wash this off and when you do your 
eyes will work just like everyone else’s eyes.” 
Then he turns to his students and to the crowd of 
onlookers.  
 

“This man was born blind,” he tells the crowd. 
“But you are having difficulty seeing who he 
really is. Your eyes don’t work well; you do not 
see his value. You do not see the goodness in 
him. But I do. I see the goodness in him, and I 
see the goodness in you. You are asking ques-
tions because you make mistakes – not because 
he makes mistakes. He is valuable because you 
are valuable. He is whole, and he is a part of 
your community whether or not he can see with 
his eyes because he can see with his heart.”  

 

“Eyes are good for one thing and that is to look 
with compassion and to see the goodness in  

everyone.” 

A Note on Lent from ABC USA: 
“The six-week long season of Lent comes 
from a word meaning the lengthening of 
days and has long been seen as a season of 
repentance, reflection, and rekindling our 
relationship with Jesus. God strengthens as 
the days lengthen. Here are reflections from 
members of our National Executive Council, 
which  is made up of the leaders of ABHMS, 
ABFMS, ABWM, and MMBB, along with 
the General Secretary of American Baptist 
Churches.” 

“Dear God, 
This Lent… 
Help me to cherish the days 
that you have given me to 
walk on this earth… for life is 
short; 
Open my eyes to see you at 
work in the world around 
me… for I am self-centered; 
Broaden my heart’s capacity 
to love like you do… for I am 
judgmental; 
And shine the light of your 
hope into the darkest parts of 
my humanness… for I am 
fallen. 
In Jesus Name, 
Amen” 
 
Rev. Sharon Koh 
Executive Director/CEO,  
International Ministries 

“During the Lenten Season, I will join 
many Christians all over the world as we 
sacrifice something we enjoy or assume 
a discipline in order to pause and pray as 
we seek God for new revelations in our 
lives. Prayer and fasting are essential in 
my journey to deepen my relationship 
with God. Therefore, I pray that through 
the Holy Spirit we will be transformed 
together and more emboldened to share 
and live our witness of God’s Grace and 
Love.” 
Rev. Gina C. Jacobs-Strain 
Executive Director, American  
Baptist Women’s Ministries 

“I am committing to one day a week of Lenten 
fasting and praying to draw nearer to God’s word 
and purpose for my life. Secondly, I believe that 
constructive fasting also serves to physiologically 
cleanse the earthly temple that has been entrusted 
to me.” 
Louis Barbarin, Chief Executive Officer, MMBB  

“During this Lenten season I seek increased 
stillness for developing patience, increased 
quietude for listening to the voice of the Holy 
Spirit, and increased discipline for self-care of 
my mind and body that I might be a healthier 
member of my family and servant of  
The Beloved Community.”  
Dr. Jeffrey Haggray 
Executive Director, ABHMS 

“When I served as a pastor, I 
relished opportunities to guide 
a congregation through the 
Lenten Season and often  
encouraged others with the 
phrase, ‘The greater the  
preparation, the greater the 
celebration.’ It is a joyous 
occasion to be able to  
immerse myself in the  
presence of God with my 
American Baptist family  
during this Lenten Season as 
we anticipate the celebration 
of resurrection.” 
Dr. C. Jeff Woods 
Acting General Secretary, 
ABC USA 
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Come Worship With Us during Lent  
Rev. Joe Greemore, Pastor 

                         
Sunday, March  1 - Holy Communion   

Matthew 4:1-11, Best Intentions 
 Music by Sanctuary Choir 

 
Sunday, March 8  

 AB Women’s Ministries Sunday  
Rev. Jacquline Saxon, guest speaker 

Music by Celebration Choir 
 

Sunday, March 15   
 John 4:20-26, Living Thanks 

Child Dedication 
Music by Sanctuary Choir 

 
Sunday, March 22  

 John 9:1-12, Searching for Answers                                     
 Music by Sanctuary Choir 

 
Sunday, March 29 

John 11:21-27, An Unmistakable Promise 
Special Music Guests 

 

Worship Leaders 
Mar. 1 - Susan Price  
Mar. 8 - Beverly McCusker 
Mar. 15 - Bob Jenkins  
Mar. 22 - Patty Jenkins 
Mar. 29 - Kristin Stanford 

Greeters                                         
Mar. 1 - Jean & Jim Vaux 
Mar. 8 - Shelby Greemore & Candi Newman 
Mar. 15 - Margaret & Phil Kauten  
Mar. 22 - Patty & Chuck Stilwill 
Mar. 29 - Diane & Chris Iehl 

Coffee and Fellowship  
Mar. 1 - Christian Education Team 
Mar. 8 - Diaconate Team  
Mar. 15 - Mission Team 
Mar. 22 - Trustees Team 
Mar. 29 - Diaconate Team 

March Birthdays 
 

3 - Kristin Anderson 21 - Debra Isaacson 

3 - Cheryl Deahl 22 - Scott Bradfield 

5 - Bryce Anderson 23 - Anne Lange 
5 - David O’Malley 23 - Courtney Penne 
7 - Martha Everman 24 - Harold Barber 
7 - Riley Satterlee 25 - Randy Hess 
8 - Bruce Foust  25 - Amanda Penne 
9 - Athena Chandler 25 - Taylor Newman 
9 - Debbie Drewes 25 - Belinda Penne 
13 - Chloe Anderson 28 - Diane Iehl 
14 - Roberta Barber 31 - Carol Teare 
21 - Grace Elliott 

Team Meetings 
Monday, March 9, 6:15 p.m. 

Administrative Council meets at 7:30 p.m. 
Please make every effort to attend your church 

leadership team meeting. 
Our next meeting night is April 13. 

________________________________________ 
Community Meal 

Wednesday, March 25, 4:30-6:00 p.m. 
 

Invite your friends & neighbors to our meal. 
Sign up to help prepare, serve, and clean up. 

Salads and desserts are also needed! 
Please sign up to help on the church hallway board. 

AB Women’s Sunday 
Sunday, March 8, 2020  

Rev. Jacquline Saxon, guest speaker 
Region Executive Minister 

 
American Baptist Women’s Sunday is a great 
opportunity to lift up the ministries of women 
and girls in our congregation.  Our mission  
statement is a concise description of how AB 
Women’s Ministries has discerned God’s call for 
our ministry with women and girls in the United 
States, Puerto Rico, and around world:  
 

American Baptist Women’s Ministries is a 
Christ-centered ministry with a commitment to 

encourage and empower women and  
girls to serve God.  

 
Come and worship with us on March 8th. 

Financial Report (as of 1/31/2020) 
Checking/Savings $55,510.20 

RBC $59,206.37 
Foundation $64,079.92 

January Contributions $21,257.02 
January Expenses $16,066.92 

 FFL: Faith Formation during Lent 
We have many opportunities to deepen our faith 

during this time of growth and pilgrimage.  
 
1.  Prayer in the sanctuary. Aside from Sunday 
morning offerings, all are invited to come and pray 
in the sanctuary with weekly materials. 
 
2.  Pick up a copy of WWJD in the hallway. All 
are encouraged to find a copy of this wonderful 
classic, What Would Jesus Do, and reflect on how 
Christ is calling our church to live as faithful  
followers of Jesus in the 21st Century. 
 
3.  Attend a live production. The Church  
Basement Ladies will be showing at the Center for 
the Arts March 20-29. Tickets now available (p. 4). 
Also, mark your calendar for Palm Sunday, April 5 
at 6:30pm, 1301 Kimball Ave; The Story The  
Musical captures the unfolding drama of God’s 
love for humanity expressed through Jesus Christ. 
  
4. Join a movie study (see p. 6 for details).  

Meet & Eat with Friends 
Enjoy an opportunity to spend a relaxing time and 
a great meal with friends from FBC. Sign up under 
Activity #2 on your worship attendance card or 
call the office to make reservations.  
Indicate if you’d like to dine out with 6-8 people in 
a host home on Saturday, March 28th at 6pm or 
visit one of the local restaurants on Sunday, 
March 29th at noon. 
 
The restaurant and host home will be announced 
later this month. If you sign up to dine at a host 
home, you’ll be asked to bring a salad, vegetable, 
or dessert to share. The host will contact you with 
specifics. 
 
If you have suggestions for where you’d like to eat 
or wish to host, please contact Wini Dewey at 319-
988-3350 or write a note on your attendance card. 

Winter Weather Policy 
 

If Waterloo Schools dismiss early or are canceled 
due to weather conditions on a Wednesday, then 
ALL Wednesday activities will also be canceled. 
Closings and cancellations will be listed on KWWL 
as well. 

CONGRATULATIONS to Chelsea & Adam  
Faucher on the birth of their son, Nolan John on  
January 29, 2020. Grandparents are Rick & Terri  
Anderson; Great-Grandparents are Connie & LaVern 
Drewes. 
________________________________________ 
THANK YOU to everyone who provided and  
purchased Super Bowl Snacks on Feb. 2nd.  
We raised over $364 for White Cross! 
________________________________________ 
First Baptist Family, 
Thank you so much for the gift for our sweet baby boy. 
We love the blanket that was made by the Quilters and 
the basket and toys will be quite useful. We appreciate 
all the love and support for our family. 
       -Adam, Chelsea & Nolan Faucher 
____________________________________________ 
Dear FBC, 
Prayers are working. My skin graft looks good and 
there’s no more wound vac. Thank you for the card, I 
was surprised and very much appreciate all my church 
family. 
   Love to all, Renea Roster 
________________________________________ 
Thank you to everyone who responded so generous-
ly to the Mission Team’s challenge to raise funds for 
Puerto Rico after the recent earthquakes. You not only 
met, but far exceeded our challenge to match $1,000 in 
funds by donating $2,320 in just two weeks. Our total 
contribution to OGHS-Puerto Rico was an amazing 
$3,320.00! Thank you for caring and sharing so much 
to help our brothers and sisters in Puerto Rico. 
 
         -Mission Team 
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AMERICA FOR CHRIST OFFERING 
Received March 1-29, 2020 

Goal: $1,800 
 

Jesus teaches us to "love your neighbor as your-
self" (Matt. 22:39).  Our church strives to follow 
the teaching of Jesus by reaching out to the   
community and providing for our neighbors' 
needs, both physical and spiritual. 
 
Our church's efforts are supported by American 
Baptist Home Mission Societies (ABHMS) which 
provides resources for cultivating leaders,  
equipping disciples, and healing and transforming 
communities.  Through ABHMS, we serve  
neighbors in Puerto Rico and other places in the 
United States in long-term recovery after natural 
disasters.   
 
Each dollar given increases the ministry and  
impact of ABHMS to serve neighbors with  
ministries exemplifying Christ's love, justice and 
compassion.  Also, a portion of this offering (29%) 
will be shared with our ABC region for strengthen-
ing local church leaders through programming, 
pastoral search support and other efforts to help 
our local church thrive, especially in these times 
when North America is its own challenging  
mission field!   
 
In 2019 our AFC gifts helped in the efforts to  
rebuild and restore hurricane-damaged Puerto  
Rico.  AFC also provided scholarships to help ease 
students' loan debts, helped by partnering with  
other organizations in the resettlement of more 
than 100,000 displaced persons across the world, 
and partnered with agencies that provide support to 
children living in poverty. 
 
We have an opportunity to be good neighbors and 
make a valuable impact on the present and future 
human condition.  Please give generously to this 
year's AFC Offering and help us reach our goal of 
$1.800! 
 
            -The Mission Team 

AB Women’s Ministries 
* Church Women United World Day of Prayer 

Friday, March 6, 1:00 p.m. at First United 
Methodist Church, Waterloo 

* Women’s Wellness Weekend (rescheduled) 
Friday-Saturday, April 3-April 4 at The 
Church on Northland in Cedar Rapids. Go to 
www.thechurchonnorthland.com to register 
and reserve your hotel room. 

* Friendly Stars & Unity Circle Meet Together 
Thursday, April 16 at 6:30 p.m. in the chapel. 
All women are invited to attend. 

* Spring Rally with Thailand Global Servants 
Debby & Kyle Witmer. Friday, April 17 at 
Dayton Oaks Camp or Saturday, April 18 at 
Forest Lake Camp. 

* Mid-AB Women’s Conference in Des Moines 
Saturday, June 6, 9am-4pm 

* National AB Women’s Conference at Green 
Lake, WI Conference Center. June 16-19. We 
have reserved a lakefront house for 14    
ladies to share. Contact the office for details. 

AmazonSmile 
What is AmazonSmile? - It is a simple and automatic 
way for you to support First Baptist every time you 
shop, at no cost to you. 
Ho do you shop at AmazonSmile? - Simply go to 
smile. amazon.com from the web browser on your 
computer.  
How do you select First Baptist to support when  
shopping on AmazonSmile? - On your first visit to 
smile. amazon.com, you need to select First Baptist 
Church 434 Baltimore to receive donations from  
eligible purchases before you begin shopping.     Am-
azonSmile will remember your selection, and then 
every eligible purchase you make at           smile. am-
azon.com will result in a donation. 
Can you use your existing Amazon.com account?  
- Yes, you use the same account. 
Which products are eligible for charitable            
donations? - Tens of millions of products on         
AmazonSmile are eligible for donations. You will see 
products marked “Eligible for AmazonSmile          
donation” on the product detail page. 
How much of your purchase does Amazon donate? 
- The AmazonSmile Foundation will donate 0.5% of 
the purchase price from eligible purchases. 
 
Please consider this easy way to help support FBC! 

February Team Meetings 
 

Christian Education 
CE Team did not meet in February. 
 
Diaconate 
Diaconate Team did not meet in February. 
 
Missions 

• America For Christ will be received during the 
month of March with a goal of $1,800. 

• We will support Dayton Oaks Camp to help meet 
their 2019 deficit by sending $300. 

• One Great Hour of Sharing is partnering with  
Amity International  to purchase supplies needed 
in China for the coronavirus. We will send $150. 

 
Trustees 
Trustees Team did not meet in February. 
 
AB Women’s Ministries 

 Church Women United World Day of Prayer will 
be held at First United Methodist Church on    
Friday, March 6th at 1:00 p.m.. 

 AB Women’s Sunday is March 8 with Rev. Jackie 
Saxon as guest speaker. 

 Women’s Wellness Weekend in Cedar Rapids 
was rescheduled for April 3-4, 2020. 

Celebrating Ministering Women 
June 16-19, 2020  

 Green Lake Conference Center, WI 
 

American Baptist Women in Ministry and AB 
Women’s Ministries are joining together to  
celebrate ministering women across the United 
States, Puerto Rico, and around the world. The 
conference will feature inspiring speakers,  
creative worship, engaging workshops, and  
opportunities to converse and connect.  
 
Registration at www.abwomensministries.org. 
We have reserved a lakefront house for 14  
ladies to stay in. Contact the church office for 
more information. You don’t want to miss it! 

Spring Clothing Giveaway 
Saturday, April 25, 9:00-10:30 a.m. 

FBC Social Room 
 

Spring is near and it’s time to clean out your 
closets for our annual clothing giveaway to be 
held here on Saturday, April 25th.  
 
Please bring donated items such as clothing, 
shoes, and bedding to our church by April 23rd. 
All donated items will be made available free to 
the people in the neighborhood and community. 
PLEASE make sure all donations are clean 
and in good repair. 
 
Volunteers are also needed to set up items in the 
social room on Friday, April 24th between 9am 
and 4pm. Contact the office if you can help. 

The Grace of Les Miserables 
6-week Lenten movie study 

Sunday, March 1 - Sunday, April 5, 2020 
4:00-5:30 p.m. 

Hosted by Dwayne & Susan Price 
 

Les Miserables explores six themes—grace,  
justice, poverty, love, revolution, and hope—each 
represented by a character in this story. We will 
discover parallels between the story and our 
Christian calling, inspiring us to understand our 
faith and live it out in the world.  
 
Contact Susan at waterloofbc@yahoo.com or call 
319-234-1537 to register and receive materials 
needed for the study. 



 

March 2020 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
1    Lent #1 
 
9:00 S. School  
10:15 Worship 
12:00 Church Row 
Coalition @FBC 
4pm Lenten study 

2 
 
 
 
 
 
7:30 pm NA 

3 
Noon-Quilters 

 

6pm Masons 

6:30 Prayer 

Shawl Ministry 

4 
Wednesday Activities 
(See schedule below) 
 
9:30am ABWM Board 
6:15pm Prayer Team 

 

5 

 

 

 

 
6:00 pm NA  

6 
1pm CWU 
World Day of 
Prayer @ First 
United Meth-
odist Church 

7  
 
 
 

 
 
 

8    Lent #2  
Daylight Saving 
Begins-SPRING 
FORWARD! 
 
9:00 S. School  
10:15 Worship 
4pm Lenten study 
 

9  
6:15 pm Team 
Meetings 
7:30 Admin. 
Council 
 
 
7:30 pm NA 

10 

Noon-Quilters 

 

 

 

 

 

11 
Wednesday Activities 
(See schedule below) 
 
 
 
 

 
  

 

12 

 

 

 

6:00 pm NA  

6:30pm Unity 

Circle 

13 
 

14 
 

15   Lent #3 
 
9:00 S. School  
10:15 Worship 
4pm Lenten study 
 
 
 

  

16 
 

 

 

 

 

7:30 pm NA 

 

17  

 

Noon-Quilters 

Noon Pastors 

Lunch 

 

 

 

18   
 
NO ACTIVITIES 
 
 

19  
Noon Friendly 

Stars Circle 

 

 

6:00 pm NA 

 

 

20 
 

6pm-12am 

Youth Group 

Lock-in  

21 
 

22   Lent #4 

 
9:00 S. School  
10:15 Worship 
4pm Lenten study 
 
 
 
 

23 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
7:30 pm NA 

24  

 

Noon Quilters 

 

 

 

 

25    
Wednesday Activities 
(See schedule below) 
 
4:30 Community Meal 

 
 
 

26                      

 

4pm PIE  

6:00 pm NA 

 

 

27 
 

28 
 
 
 
 
6pm Meet & 
Eat 

29   Lent #5 
  
9:00 S. School  
10:15 Worship 
Noon Meet & Eat 
4pm Lenten study 
 
 
 

30 
 

 
 
 
 
 
7:30 pm NA 

31 
 

Noon Quilters 

Wednesday Schedule 
11am Staff Meeting 
5pm Dinner 
5:30-6:45 Friends Club, 
Youth Group & Mom’s 
6:45 Adult Choir 
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SAVE THE DATE! 
World Mission Conference 

July 14-18, 2020 
Green Lake, WI 

 
Join with global servants, regional consultants, 
global consultants, IM staff, and members of 
the ABC family in Green Lake this summer. 
Registration will open in the Spring of 2020 at 
internationalministries.org/world-mission-
conference. 

Youth News 
 

In the upcoming months the Youth have some  
exciting stuff happening! At the beginning of the 
year the youth were asked about things they would 
like to accomplish. One of those things was a lock-
in! We will be hosting the lock-in on March 20 
from 6 PM till midnight. During that time, we will 
be asking for volunteers to help supervise the 
youth.  
 
Also, on April 4 we will be taking the youth to a 
Blackhawks hockey game at 7:00 pm.  
 
As always, we are looking to expand our  
wonderful group. We invite any youth to join us on 
Wednesdays from 5-7 pm! 
 

Student Scholarship Applications 
 

The Christian Education Team will begin  
accepting applications for student scholarships 
for the 2020 fall semester. Student Aid Fund 
was established for  use at accredited schools 
and colleges and will be awarded to students 
who are active at First Baptist Church.  
Deadline for accepting applications is April 30, 
2020. Contact Susan Price for an application. 
______________________________________ 

 
Beulah Clark/First Baptist Church 

Scholarship 
 

One of our beloved members, Beulah Clark, 
passed away in 2017 and named FBC as a  
beneficiary to establish and administer a  
scholarship fund. The scholarship is for any 
member of FBC attending post high school  
education in the health field. Applications are 
now being accepted and can be obtained from 
the church office until April 30, 2020. 

SAVE THE DATE! 
Spring Sing Dinner Musical 

Featuring FBC Children’s & Adult Choirs 
Wednesday, May 6, 2020 

FBC Social Room 5:00-6:45 p.m. 
 

Join us on Wed., May 6th for our Spring Sing  
dinner and show. Our adult Sanctuary Choir and 
the Celebration Children’s Choir will present songs 
from the choir season as well as fun surprises.  

Church Basement Ladies 
Waterloo Community Playhouse Production 

March 20-29, 2020 
 

Meet the ladies who work in the church basement 
cooking meals for church functions. A humorous 
look at what it was like growing up in the Midwest 
in the 1950s starring our own, Shelby Greemore! 
Go to www.wcpbhct.org to order your tickets now! 

Please contribute regularly to the communion  
offering on the first Sunday of each month. The 
funds received help your Diaconate Team and 
Pastor Joe reach out to people in need. 
 
The Communion offering collected in March 
has been designated for the AB Women’s 
Ministries White Cross. Thank you for your 
support! 


